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Application 

09/850,254 
Examin r 


Applicant(s) 

KIMOTO, HISAMITSU 


Art Unit 

2826 


, Kevin Quint o 

Peri dfTRepiT"^^^ fthiS{Mmmun '^'on^rsonthecov erS heetwith m e corresponde W address- 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION " MONTH(S) FR0M 

Status 

1)^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 08 January 2003 . 
2a)H This action is FINAL. 2b)D This action is non-final. 

3) D S hi$ a PP"5 at,on isi " M"™™ fo r allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
Disposition of Cl^mf 0 PraCtiCe UnderE ^ arte 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G 213 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-20 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) 14-20 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

Claim(s) tZJAandlS is/are rejected. 
7)E3 Claim(s) 3-6 and 9-1 2 is/are objected to. 

- 8 )EI Cla 'm(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9)D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 

1 1) D The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)D disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

1 3) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)D All b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 

3. D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7 2(a)) 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 
, c * } D The translati °n of the foreign language provisional application has been received 

15) U Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 
Attachment(s) 

2 H UT °! nT nCeS Cit6d (PT °" fl92) 4 > □ Mew S ^™y (PTO-41 3) Paper Nofs) 

3 fl rrr, Tr onr ir? ent Drawing Review <pto - 948) s > d ^ ° f JLe^S:^ ■ 

3) U Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6 ) □ Other 
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DETAILED ACTION 


Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments filed 8 January 2003 have been fully considered but they 
are not persuasive. It is the examiner's belief that Sanada still meets the limitations of 
claims 1. 2, 7, 8, and 13 since figure 7 of Sanada can be interpreted such that the first 
wiring which extends in a first direction is in a first region of the substrate while the 
second wiring which extends in a second direction is in a second region of the 
substrate. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

£pHf inT?° n T S Pat6 ? ted ° r deS ° ribed in 3 printed P ublicati °" in this or a foreign country or in public 
States m ° re ° ne year Pri ° r t0 the date of a PP |ication for P^ent in the United 

3. Claims 1 , 2, 7, 8, and 1 3 are rejected under 35 U. S C. 1 02(b) as being 
anticipated by Sanada (USPN 5,329,139). 

4. In reference to claim 1, Sanada (USPN 5,329,139) discloses a device which 
meets the claim. Figure 7 of Sanada illustrates a plurality of device elements (32, 33) 
formed on a surface of the semiconductor substrate. Each of the device elements (32, 
33) has diffusion regions (32a, 32b, 33a, 33b). There is a multi-layer wiring 
configuration (34d, 34e) that is electrically connected to at least two of the diffusion 
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regions (32b, 33b). A first one (34d) of the plurality of wiring layers has a first wiring 
region which extends in a first direction and a second wiring region which extends in a 
second direction. 

5. With regard to claim 2, it can be seen in figure 7 of Sanada that the first one 
(34d) of the plurality of wiring layers has a first wiring region which extends in a first 
direction and a second wiring region which extends in a second direction that is 
perpendicular to the first direction. 

6. In reference to claims 7 and 1 3, Sanada discloses a device which meets the 
claim. Figure 7 of Sanada illustrates a plurality of device elements or IGFETs (32, 33) 
formed on a surface of the semiconductor substrate. Each of the device elements (32, 
33) has diffusion regions (source and drain regions: 32a, 32b, 33a, 33b). There is a 
multi-layer wiring configuration (34d, 34e) that is electrically connected to at least two of 
the diffusion or drain regions (32b, 33b). A first one (34d) of the plurality of wiring layers 
has a first wiring region which extends in a first direction and a second wiring region 
which extends in a second direction. It is understood that there is a plurality of 
functional circuit blocks; each with a plurality of device elements with first and second 
wiring regions. 

7. With regard to claim 8, it can be seen in figure 7 of Sanada that the first one 
(34d) of the plurality of wiring layers has a first wiring region which extends in a first 
direction and a second wiring region which extends in a second direction that is 
perpendicular to the first direction. 


Application/Control Number: 09/850,254 Pag( 
Art Unit: 2826 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 3-6 and 9-1 2 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

9. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the examiner is unaware of any prior art which suggests a semiconductor 
device having the wiring layout and material requirements as claimed by the applicant. 

Conclusion 

1 0. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Kevin Quinto whose telephone number is (703) 306- 
5688. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8AM-5PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan Flynn can be reached on (703) 308-6601. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703) 308-7722 
for regular communications and (703) 308-7724 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 308- 
0956. 

KVQ 

March 24, 2003 



NATHAN J. Fum 


